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Since emerging from a 16-yedr civil war, northern Sri Lanka wow offers an
enticing glimpse of Tamil culture and hospitality as well us a divinely pretty
coastline. emerald-green forest and coconut-infused eurries

WORDS: Mark Strallon
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SRI LANKA

L T8 FIVE YEARS

sipee e Sri Lankaon militavy defeated the Tamil
Tigers i northern 811 Lanka. So when tellow
agssenpet Me Kumarasooriya looks over his
ghoulder as mr hlioe, wooden ferry draws eloser
w Delft sland and whispeva, “There ara still
warailitacies on oar island”, T'n taken aback.

“Lagre are lamil Tigers here on Delftd " [asky

“Wia, Lhey were annihiated,” says
Kumarasonriva. Fe leoks aroond again.

“["aey're the Helam Peaple® Demacratic Party

EPDT | Thzv still want 8 separate Tamil state
an:l theyre oooupving niy sister's house without
paying renl”

The seexls of Br1 Lankan Tamil zadiealizm
were alveady boing sowr hy the time of Ceylon's
fits former rame) independence from Britan
i 194, as nationalism fermented amang the
islancd’s Sinhalsse Buddbish magority. Towonld
lead to diseriminatory policies against the
minority Tamils, Hindns wha largely inhahit the
novth and east, By 1983, after 4 bloody, island-
wide pogvoragainst lamils, the Libevation
Tigers of Tanil Telam (Tamil Tigers eountered
with a violent eumpaign of terror, infamously
sharacterised v suicide hombings, They
saeved out a de facto Tamil state in Sri
Lanka'’ fae novth. This fell dueing the
worerrnment’s mass v milita-y oflimsivein
woikg-5, which ohliterated the Tigers and killed
Lheiv mercuzial leader, Yelupillai Prabhakaran.
Adter the brutal campaizgn, which left up to
$0,0000 Tamils dead, “he aovth lay in roins.

& tter 30 yvears of sel = mpesed exile nthe UK
to escapeths trouh es, Knmarasoariva reccnotly
cetuarned te hekp with the retuilding efforts oo
Lhelft — now a peaceful sropical island warmed
[ s 1tey sec breeres.
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Typical of the Tamil hespitalite P to receivs
all weeli on the Jaffra Peninsula, Enmarasooriva
slielves his plans and takes me aronnd Delfiin
adwhe-take. We visit a chonky 17th-century fort
Eilt by the Dt who ol the islied; stip
hy his ralatives to share cocomot-infosed morriesg
sigh at white-sand beaches, and savenr the matty
westivsess of Leshily Lapped palin wone toddy,

*There's nel naneh water so people drink toddy
Il sodas,” savs Kumarasooriva, Tilile woides
the mlanders have permansntsmilas on their
faces, And as for the HPIXYP? ‘These deps thew're
alegitimate pelitical party, Yet they really do
aooupy Kumaresoorivas sister’s honse,

The: S 4840 teain Crom Colombo cat Les
rorthwards e11 day boumil for Jatbna, IEamy
cf northern Svi Lanka's reconstruction projects
symbaolises attemated rennification of the
L clivided conymunities its this new raihre
line Fror the capital, i thee seoth, Toclled Ty
oups of sugary, meolky tea | settle infor &
s17-mile seenie vide through the fertile farmland
of the Sinhalaze central heartiand before
ertering e Vanni region eorth of Vavuuiva,

a Tamil stronghold,

Beyord Kilinoehehi. new track crosses
Wephant Pass causeway: an umnbilical cord
squeezed by shallow lazoons that joins
Jaffna Pepinsla woomainland Sk Tanka.
Therealter, with Buddhist efvguaz left behind,
riotous eonvie hooli-lile gopureh temple owars
depieting Hindo geds tise slove (e vioe paddies
aml watery maorass of lagoons en route to Jallna
Cily: Tha faal battles by passed the city »

Pravious pages: Mallu S andasearny Temple.
Clockwize from top left: Crossirg |5 ands Causeway,
Jaffria Fisking Walvett Uucal: mank, Sigioga
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SRI LANKA

bezause the Sii Lanlan m litary bad previoosly
saptueed Jalloa Geom tha ' Uigers back i3 1955,

POIGNANT PENINSULA

Tonrizm iz now Lo Jalluon se hetels are scares
Dul Dunanage o liod @ wondertully tospitable
little guesthouse called Menattedic o refurbisled
19th-century family home with Four rooms
artangeed around a courtyard, Their meion affers
sroditional Jallne cooking suszh as red crab cucry
wide gt L balls alooeanot rice),

This eity of GOO,000 15 home Lo colonisl
“ilicg like the hoge pentangonal Tateh Fort:
aviot et landimark, the whitewashed Taffua
Cloek Tower, waes built te madds e visit e
Treiner Adbaerl i 1874, But otherwise, Jaffna's
ner sy inclostricusness, with holy comes watndoring
wrcid horn-tooting G-t cvakaes U Soath
Indian state of Twnil Madu: 24 miles norta of
Jallna seriss the Palk Steait, from whers Sri
Landeas Tamils aripmated around the thivd-
voentury B,

Besides Dell [sland, six oiles olfshore, T
explore Jailna Peainsula with aloeal Tamil

A DEVOTEE IN A LOINCLOTH IS SUSPENDLD
MID-AIR BY HOOKS =YE-WINCINGLY PIERCING
HIS CALVES, THIGHS AND BACK, HE'S BEING
SEESAWED UP AND DOWN ON A BOOM FIXED

Fromtop: Nilavel
Seach. Trinze nala
sdariztranainadarm
Hanuman Temjala, Lallna

T0 A GARLANDED "RACTOR

puicle, Kumuaralingsn Pathyran (mereifully
ahbreviated -o Pathy), Suffused in treacly
sunshine, the peninsula 1z a pleasing idyll

al tice paddiss, vibrant tamples, bullaloes
wallowing in lily ponds, and fishermen casting
tgls in shellow agnons,

We stop by temple festivals and alserve
a Eindu ereraation, but most remarkable
is ervountering a religiong proceasion on a
backwaser roac, A devotee in a white loinelarh
i snsponcled mid-air by hooks eve-wineingly
piercing h's calves, thighs and back. TTe’s being
secaawed up and down oo oa oo lxed o g
caclandad trocton Ooe ol his cheering velatives
tells mie the mcticval erlure victim is vz g
from Loncon.

Lagk if that's how they triat wisitors aroumd
here? “Mo,” laughs Pathe “He's returned from
the TTE to give thanks by thiz saceilie: to local
gads tor his prosperans new life abroad after ha
fleal 2p years ngo.” Perhaps he regrots nol just
taking a sitnple donation? He lnoks deliriously
praale. Drangling like a bunges jumper who's dived
alfariverbark in Buperiman pose only to be
gnnggﬁﬁ I':'.!" -,u]glrrs' [izabooks.

SRI LANKA

Along the palin-THnged northern peninsnla
caastline the Sri Lankan military maintains
‘High Security Lones, Tocbidding ent-y b
disposseasad local Tamil communitizs, Uhere ave
so way military chockprints and naval bases
the line setween seeurity and ccounation secms
distinetly blurred,

We stop at a 200-veac-old lime-green Catholie
chaehy, 3L Annc's, Aveording to Father Anthony,
whio we meet just after a sevvice, the IYER TR
deors and bullet-ridden interior are 12stamenl
Lo military ccenpation. At Yalvettithe rag, we
vwatch a zolocr ol heachsicde fsh market, it
secirily 15 hosvy hecanse this was where Tizer
leader Prabhakarvan grow up. His house has
bzen demlished to deter vizsiting syinpathisers,
Whileat Poivt Pedro, Sei Lanka's most northerly
capa, 4 yong Sinhalese saldier tells ng cecnvity
has been slepped np becanss they're expeciiogu
tresh invasion of Tamil Tigers by s (oo Tici,
This sounds fansiful.

Later, inzide a Hindii tlernple adorned by
agreen, WODN-high statue o Fanomen, the
mmankey god, T wateh bare- ehested male
cevotees purify thetr souls Ly Uee lve ula ghee-
Tamnps, What | hedn't expected, given 2000
violznt denousment, vas the sheer normality
of Life avewnd Lhe penicsnla. Hew ean this be,

1 ass Pathy,

“Our faith,” he vesponds, "TLs bad o
covsellimyg etfect Jor those cavght in D final
fighting to believe the hardships ey endured in
their rerLe] lile will atlain s better pvistence for
thelr luturesoul”

Resliggiven, boveover, hase't soothed every
survivers soul, InaJatfng cate, a voung waiter
#xplaing he was ome of over 300,000 civiliany
trapped in the Vanmni region by the eneroaching
Sri Lankan military as the war reached its
preak i 2008, Ele shows mea bullet wonnd
an Fisback and tells me they were suljoot o
inclizeriminate shelling by gvernmwnl forees
white the Tigers — using them asa hnman shield

shot a: them to stap them from fleeing.

“Leery night | elose my eves [s2e terrible
Hrings" T acids,

TIGER TERRITORY

Mext day, 1 liead iolo this Vanmi region, which
crcerpasses Kilinochehi, Vaevuniya, snd
Mullaitivi an the east cosst, After & week

ol ivclependent travel, L noss have a dvivern, &
Sinhalese man called [lareodea. He colleets
e from Jalno amd v drive south teweards
Triveericles e intensely prippisg day,

W reergss Elephant Pass inte the former
pelitical headaquarzers of the Tamil Tigees,
Kilinoalehe, viging like a phoeniz after complete
destevation, wilh rew schoas, supermarketa,
Lewples wod Luspitals Kilingchehi has twe
striking war memorials worth visiting, The fivst,
H mussive waker tower resembling aapaceorall
rrashed toearth. Itwas desteoved in late 2008
by the Tigers to cul of thewater supply aa
Kilinochelii was uvervan by the army, The other
mmnorial is nawer: aconerete cobe with
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a polden bullet lodged in it, symbolising the
military’s invincibiliby, A pancl bombastically
proclaims ‘the resplendent majesty of the
naliot's glory” — language couched in
trinenphalism rather thun reeanciliation,

Fast of Kilinochohi, towards Mellaitiva, the
Vanniisa Jag, sparsely papnlated mosaic of
kil and farmland, This is where the Tigers
rmacde thedr final stand. NMumerous signs exected
by WO Os working on reconstenction projects
and mine-clenring chavities are evidenee of the
cngrninge efforly Ly return the region to sometlhing
vesembling normality.

T heard romonrs some Tamil ‘Liger samps
remain, s¢ L nyme Harenrdra o slop at the muany
checkpaints toe asi about them. Te our Uil prise
we're politely direeted Lo several remarkable
aights arcund Pothukkudivirappo.

Inlanivy Division 68 vecupics one such
tormer Tigcr eamp, A short walk threough the
Jungle acenmpericd by o seldier leade us Lean
erorTaans swiminlng pool comples, 2270 deep,
Both of our jaws « rop. Tlowe could the 'Vigees
have hailt this nndetected? The soldier tells as
it waes wsed Le Lradn prospective suicide bombers
ta attack the Sri Lankan nave. These socolled
‘Black Tigers” wauld practice in the puol ke theit
deadly missians 1 sea.

Tlsewhere, we're directed to the honse of &
senior Tiger cammiander — wlinse nom e grer
was Colonel Soosal — with its well constroeted
buaker complex. Wearby is # <leadly assemblage
of homnemade Tiger ware machinery, ineluding
fibreglass submarines powered by car engines,

This stark evidence of ethuic strife seams
i'III. Lg ULLLELLE A3 WeE ]ﬂ,TJ:‘J' drive su Ll“l'l'fﬂ]'dﬁ
bowards Trincomales, along a divinely pretty
coastline, pasl sucesssive Muslim, Sinhaleze,
and ‘Tamil fishing villages; commuwnities who'd
crodured shared hardahis in the wale of the
20104 Busing Day tsunami,

| spend several days unwinding at Jungle
Beach Besart, al Kuchohaveli, narth of
Trineomalee, From my jungle chalel whenever
sxulic Livdealls pause, the Bay of Beagal’s
rluy Lhaie swell seeps nto my subconscions, 1
switn in Lhe warm ocean before a breakfast of
pggs Benedizt with cvab hollandaize savee. Tt
tastes sweeter knowing the Lotel is an inspiring
exattiple for the region’s riven cmnmunities,
Managsr Mr Sivaprivaiexplains that 45% of
its sl nre Vanni Tamils who'd lest evervthing
and been retesined. .J_]_'I_L"_lr' inelude several TJgEl‘
weidawrs. O Tarnil and Sinhalese stall are
learning each others langnazes to promaotc
hiarmaony,” he tells me

BUDDHIST LANDS

Inland fron: Teineornalos we enler the narthern
cent=al region of predominately Sinhalese
conurunities around Anaradhapurn; an aea
regaining popularity with visitors atter it
siffere:] due its proximity to the contlict,

o trweelle=s, the eraa boasts unnsual
and elegant accomnmodation amid Farmland
betonging 1o subsistess Huhalese communitics,

Ar Ulagalla Tesort, Lstay o one of 20 chalets
st on B0 aeres of Tice paddies surrounding o
centuty-ald mansion, Solar enerzy and farming
provide the resorl with much of its prwer and
fand, Further west, Tspend bwo niglts ot The
Mund howae, oquicky retreat near Aaamaduwa,
I sleep in amud-walled adobe compound

with an outdoon sluswer szereted within ntree
truale The owners cmploy a large momber of
local peaple, as part of o commibment to the
gurrounding communings aneial wellbwing.

Comtaiming nisuy ancient Baddhist sikes,
this se-called ‘Cullural Triangle' vegion 15 key
L the national identity of a Siahalese Buddbist
emltiaee that arrived on Sti Tanka 2,500 years
apgo from India. One of the 2.5 hillinn-year-cld
sandstone momeliths peppering the conntryside
iz home <o the breathiaking ancient palace
of Sigitiva. Aa ardoous climb up metal steps,
clinging Lo the towering 364 11-high rock, led me
through fosmal gardens and past ecouisite roek
frescoes of buxmn court Jadics to King Kosyapa's
rnined palace ab L sumenit, He reigned
From AL7E-405 after killing his father,

King Dhatusena,

Close by, Ancradlapira was 501 Lanka’s
roval capital from the fourth-zentury BC to
avound AL o U8 awash with the workDs
largest and most sacrel Buddhist stopas.

The mammoth 340f-high whitewasled
Buwanwelisaya Stupa dates from arcund 1408
With its centra. apike, it rescmbles o WWT
German soldier's helmet, White-rnbed pilgrims
quene to present alferings, aarassed by pushy
macague ronkeys who Mrequently relieve them
of aayy (ewit they™a crrying,

SRI LANKA

Opposite from top:
Wiy frem tha samemil ol
Slgiriya; shs leadiog up
Sipiriva

Belaw: Making antems.,
The Midbai e
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The sipnificance of Anuradbapura to tae
Sinhalese Baddhisls wosn't laat on the Tamil
Tigers, The Tava Sri Mas Bodhi — a sacred
fig tree — is ore ol the countey’s oliesl slies, T
ciroumunavigate g terple componnd surgaunding
the multi-stemmed tree, Louted as the oldest
in the warld, planted around 28880, Buddha
grined enlighileyinenl wider s Bodhi tres
in Northern Tedia £nd ancient island texos
suzggasl thia Lroe wes bronght to Sri Tanks when
Budilhism first arrived,

But in 1925 Tigets cllacked the shrine, killing
devatees annd woaks, el heading to the
northwestern eonsl and killing 26 others at
Wilpatiu WaLional Park,

LEOPARD'S LAIR

“These pawe prinls can't be mere than twa minutes
oldl," ventures wildlili: Lracker Arran Sivarajh, He
notes the prints cross over new tyre tracks, "He's
headed into the bush; we ean intermept 5im ana
Leack renning to oo el ke sdds,

Wilpattu Nalivoe] Park's heantiful moentage
af forest with emerald-green nndergrowth-aml
shallew lakes, called wilie, tesms with wildlili
Coverirg 423sq milas, iLs Sei Lanka's largest and
oldest national pack; lome to an estimatad 120
cenpards, Due Lo tervorist ettacks it been clozed
Sor el of the past 30 years,

Colombo-aazed Tamil, Eadheesh Sellamutto,
was quick to spot Wilpatiu’s potertial aftee it
renpened in 2004, s company, Leopsaxd Trails,
runs pnobile cnmpsites nround Wilpatta in s very
African-style safari formal

*Mos. visitors pota Yala National Park
divwn sonth tosee leapards,” Radlkeesh tells

ey Mt it's ao pooular each s ghting might be
accornpanied by o dieen vohicles, Heve vou may
have g leopatd to pourself for an hour”

My epacious A-frame tent was fuenishe:l
insde with v comforerable bod, vanity tubla and
cofper water-tank, witly 1 bush shower culiicle
vut back. We diink suwdeenees ut dusk, taes eat
acandlelit al freseo barbeoye aceomparied by a
ehi led hottle of Modt & Chandon.

The Chamipagnais to toasl 2 speelacular
afternoon’s wildlife-wotehing, As we'd arrived
al Wilpattn, an Asiau elephunt hail crashed
through the bush and stopped in its teacks
npon sveing us. The yoang male was 4 round 81t
tall; far smal cr than his African counlerpare,
althongh e seenved convineed he was a big
tough hoimbre, “Look, he's pushing at the wea Lo
demunsivate his strength,” said Arran,

Alterseveral houes tracing tracks thinugh
dense green forest corridors we'd seen henls of
apetted deer, hoge serpent caglos, who dispatch
their elilliery prey Ly drapping it from great
heiglis, Lrilliantly named muggeer srocodiles
lurking in Jily ponds, and numernus peacocks,

Asthe sun sinks, Arrars assessient of the
leapard we're tracking proves spot on, We
inteveap it smanteriog down a small fores|
path. He identifies this magnificent cat by its
freial palterning as o twvo-vear-old weighing
avoune 1101bs. Tike a domestic Labby, complately
unalraid, it shamps su thie teack in front of ug
and baging eat-liekicg itself. Fyen athoraugh
cleansing of its nethes fions has slerance.

Iwated, convineer northern Sei Lanka has the
Iitential o be betler known for these leopards
than its Tigers. »

SRI LANKA

WE D SEEN HERDS OF
SPOTTED DEER, HUGE
ScRPENT EAGLES, WHO
DISPATCH THEIR SLITHERY
PREY BY DROPPING IT
FROM GREAT HEIGHTS,
BRALLIANTLY NAMZD
MUGGER CROCODILES
LURKING IN LILY PONDS
AND NUMFROUS
PEACOCKS

From left: Ruwanvelisava Stioa,
A sre dbaoura: lsapard
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GETTINGTHERE = = ' :
&ri Lenkan Aldines flies daa.l:.- qmratqp
betweer: Heathrow auu:l Calombo. Bfltish ;
- Adrways (lies hr;!.ween Gatwick anﬂ: i
Colombn ey i{nnj-.r?r R hr: rire bl
Auarngh flig,ht time: mh A
GETTIHGARQUND e i
qri Lanj‘sﬁ;nﬂll hut It:r_iﬂ] lﬂma%anm :
he sl ser the rail mtwgr\k may vhe
preferable, T]'le__]n 'II'TLE}"‘ from ﬂ[:lnmbnﬁ i
Bort Railway Station t Jaffna takes from:
9-10 hours and ticketsi in: Edh'sewaucul:[ !
oar cnst f‘r:;.m qnt- rupees @4. s00.
Dl]:u_r places s ervied b}Tﬂm .ial’['nahm
'mr,:]udrﬁ Ar u1'£Lu::]1'|:11'}1.'11'.31,9I Vav um}r&, and
Kilt umﬁh-c:hf while s bepamta line frum
' Colombo Links Trincomalee, Wipsttn
}fat{nrieﬂ 'lelk iz hest drerssed with o
pre-booked cafuri of private l:mnuﬁe: {rom
Anm’adhapum. For truin infcurmatlnn,
vinil sectt6izoom

; WHENTGGD
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a00, I‘l:bruury o Sﬁp embeu is l;he he&t
e Lo § iauL.}’aITn&. Prasi asula Lo aﬂ:rld
'h¢m{;¢‘ i, a'thnﬁgh the laridseape is
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 Currency: Rupoe (LKR]: 1= 2151 KRw
HEEIIh' 'ifac'r'!r'ntlfmq ire mquh‘:-ﬂ ﬁmlprﬂ ;15

“‘j’phﬂ]d and t:lmlera. Chﬁckmﬂl yoe GE
about others, Th; nn;"th i} 4 malarial area
50 a prephylactic regimﬁ is essential.

* International dial code: ﬂp 94—

Tlrﬁe' EMT AR r,; 5"1

WHERETO s'mf o
Mana,tmi,[.raﬁﬁal Simple refurbished
1gth-centary holse. manottiiieom
Jungla Boach Resort {Eur_'hchaveh}
“Beach vosart with jangle chalets.
ug‘:te?mpmcw&’m:}ﬂﬁbeanh

Ulazalla Resort {Thirappane), Eco-
riendly luxerions countryside retreat,

ugrmepeapes, coari/ulepalln

The M1dhc-use J,',:"mn“uaduﬁﬁ} Lo ml,u:ut}.r ;
“ecodudge of unusual wud-walled

a:}::.cmnmdatmn. .!ne*rmd&aﬂm I
L{}u?afd Trails (Yala and Wilpatiu
Maticmal Paﬂcﬁ} 'Héapnkn safaris hased
round te:uted sampirg with well- tru,ined
guld.es. Em}uxrrir:r wtils covee !

MORE !I‘IFG

Rt I{lﬂj‘ﬂ (Rira et Travel Gnl{lﬁg}

RRE: £15.09,

The Cagefby Lmdﬂg ‘lﬁlmsﬁ i The lastdaj
of the Tamil ‘Iigers), RRP: £4.94.

Sn Lgnka T{numw smmﬁka a‘m“asi

HOW TODDIT

E}tperlenw Trais:l ﬁrﬂup offers a 12-1ught'

teur af Jaffaa, Wilpattu National Park,
I;I’lagﬁ]la Rescrt. and Jungle Beach Rescrt
from £2.800 per person ineludicg guides,
tra,mpn;'tuﬁnn, ﬂ,nl.l mtm'nutmnﬁl ﬂ],ghts
ea‘pﬁrfsmgﬁhmwigﬂmpmq;

TURN TO P.134 FOR OUR READER
OFFERS. [
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